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It is madness,
says reason
It is what itis,

says love

It is unhappiness, says caution
It is nothing but pain, says fear
It has no future, says insight

It is what it is, says love

It is ridiculous, says pride

It is foolish, says caution

It is impossible, says experience
It is what it is, says love.
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‘ A camera rolls. A smile is forced. And across the set, two souls carry the we ght __..‘5.‘_,_

love that bloomed — only to uried. Smiley is a gentle lament for timing‘,{g "'ty,

‘and all the things that canno said. e
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SYNOPSIS

On the surface, it's just another commercial sh (
a crew chasing the perfect take. But for Era, a 23-year-old actress, this set is
anything but ordinary. Across the room stands the director — a man twice her age
married, and quietly entangled in a history they've both chosen not to act upon.
What follows is not a scandal, but a meditation on restraint. Through small gestures,
near-glances, and a powerful emotional confession shared with the maket '
Smiley reveals a mutual lovi story that never asked to be lived out — o :

The tension isn't in what happened, but in what could have. And in the end, :
spotlight, a performance becomes an act of inner resolre. ;
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'DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Smiley is a story about restraint — not repression. It's about the kind
that doesn’t ask to be acted on, yet lives silently in two people’s hearts

sion that builds when two souls recognize something tender and genuine -
ultimately unreachable. g
| was interested in the space between words. In the looks, the hesﬂatmnsﬁ%e
silence after someone says “I'm fine." Through'the lens of a commercial sh
where joy is scripted and performative, | wanted to explore the inner conflic of 3
girl whose most difficult performanils the one she has to give in reaL

This is not a story of scandal or betrayal, but of emotional maturity. It's abou~t
choosing dignity over desire — and carrying that choice with grace. Smiley is my
quiet tribute to all the things we feel but never’s.ay. ‘-
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Gentian Gjikopulli
Writer & Director
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DIRECTOR'S BIO

Gentian Gjikopulli is ¢
a background in fine
subtlety, identity, and
short films or visual
aesthetics. He is dra
what's left unsaid be
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CAST

Era
Viviana TABAKU

Elda
Suela BAKO

The Director (0.s.)
Gentian Gjikopulli

CREW

Director of Photography
Kejt VOJKA

Sound nd Ec
Alper ZILGIR Kliton |
Gentian G |

Assistant Director

Kiara TASE Backstage and Poste
.

_ Make-up Artist
. Gentiana META

ostumes and Set Dressing
lara TASE

Producer
Gentian GJIKOPULLI ’,

Writer / Director ' 6 Genta& Men
- Gentian GJIKOPULL] ™ L
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